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brittanyLC@leeschools.net 
 

Google Classroom Code: 9jv3ik 
 
The purpose of this assignment is simple - to help prepare you to be successful both in the AP Literature class and on the 
exam in May, specifically Essay Question 3. In that one, you will be given a very general prompt and asked to write about 
a work of “literary merit.” AP will provide you with a list of recommended works, but you can choose any. So obviously, 
the more you’ve read, the more confident you will feel going into this question. So, you’re going to read two works over 
the summer - one I choose and one you choose from a list.  
 
If the very prospect of having to read two books this summer is daunting to you, this might be a good time to re-think your 
decision to take AP Literature. I can promise that this will be a challenging and rewarding experience, but if you don’t like 
reading enough to read at least a couple of books over the course of ten weeks, the GPA boost of AP will likely not be 
worth it. Please email me if you have concerns or questions; I’m happy to help! 
 
Part 1 - Complete Practice for Sets 1-3 on Vocabulary.com! - Due August 12th 
See page 2 of this document for specific instructions on how to do this!  
 
Part 2 - Hedda Gabler - Google Classroom Assignment due August 12th 
The work I’m requiring you to read is a play called Hedda Gabler, by Henrik Ibsen. I always recommend reading actual 
books, and it is cheap on Amazon, but the play is also available in full text online, if that’s your preference.  
 
If you’d like to also watch a pretty good production of Hedda in addition to reading, here’s a link. There are several other 
good versions on Amazon, if you have Prime. :D  
 
On Google Classroom you will find the Google doc with the assignment for Hedda, which you should do in Google docs. 
You’ll notice that the play is relatively short, but I’m asking you to do a lot of thinking through it… That’s sort of the 
point, so make sure you have some good insights to share when you return.  
 
*If you’re from out of county and don’t have access to Google Classroom, the assignment can be found on the last 
page of this document, but otherwise it needs to be completed IN Google Classroom.  
 
Part 3 - Choice Book 
Choose one of these three novels below to read and be ready to talk intelligently about on the first day of school. I have a 
couple copies of each, so if you need to borrow one, come see me before school ends!  

● Poisonwood Bible, by Barbara Kingsolver 
● Homegoing, by Yaa Gyasi 
● The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood 

 
Extra Credit!  
Once a week during the summer, I will make a post on Google Classroom where you can earn some extra credit points, so 
keep an eye out. (Might as well store those points up now!)  
  

mailto:brittanyLC@leeschools.net
https://www.amazon.com/Hedda-Gabler-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486264696/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=hedda+gabler&qid=1558457049&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/i/ibsen/henrik/hedda/complete.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSqm4VMl3wY&t=2579s&disable_polymer=true


Summer Assignment Part 1 - Vocabulary 
 
I assign vocabulary for two reasons:  
1. Most of you will be taking (or re-taking) the SAT this year and trying to get the highest possible score in order to either 
get into college or compete for scholarships, and adding to your repertoire of words can make a huge difference. 
Obviously, it will also help you on your AP test and, in general, in your reading. 
2. Having a greater facility with language will allow you to convey your thoughts and emotions more precisely and 
elegantly, which is what I want most for you.  
 
Step 1: Go to www.vocabulary.com and log in with Google. The easiest way is to use your school email address, but if 
you don’t have one (because you’re an out-of-county transfer), you can use a personal email. If you used vocabulary.com 
two years ago when Cypress had a school-wide subscription, you may remember this!  
 
Step 2: Join the class by going to this link: http://vocab.com/join/GAYT0M 
 
Step 3: Once you are in the class, you will see there are already sets assigned to you. Start learning!  
 
You should have COMPLETED the Practice function for at least Sets 1-3 by Monday, August 12th. I say “at least” 
because you’ll see there are already 15 sets there for you, so if you’re bored this summer, go for it!  
 
Step 4 (Optional, but recommended): If possible, download the vocab.com app for your phone, so you can do it 
wherever you are this summer - on vacation, on the beach, or sitting around your house. This is an easy, low-commitment 
thing to do for a few minutes here and there this summer that will make a big difference. 
 
There IS a weird quirk to the app that you should be aware of! The app doesn’t have a “log in with Google” function, so 
here’s what you have to do: Log in to vocab.com on your computer. Go to the “My Account” section and change your 
password to something else. After that, you should be able to log in on the app using your Google email and the new 
password.  
 
 
 

Due Mon., August 12: 
Complete the practice assignments for at least Sets 1-3.   

http://www.vocabulary.com/
http://vocab.com/join/GAYT0M


***This is only if you do not have access to Google Classroom! Otherwise, you should complete it on there!  
 

Hedda Gabler, Henrik Ibsen 

Summary: In your own words, write a 250 word summary of each of the 4 acts.  

 
 
 
 
(Total Summary Word Count: ___) You should fill this in yourself. 

Character Analysis - Hedda 
Your goal here is to analyze Hedda. Look for quotes (from her or other characters) that reveal: a) what 
kind of person she is, and more importantly, b) what motivates her to do the things she does (all the way 

through the play). Make sure you have quotes that span all 4 acts. 

On this side, you should copy and paste a quote from 
the play. (Yes, there should be at least 7, though you 

may add more rows.) 

Then on this side, explain, in at least 2-3 full 
sentences per quote, how this particular section 
reveals the nuances of Hedda’s personality and 

motivations. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Contextual Analysis 
After you have finished reading the play, read through all of the links below to learn about the Victorian 
Era, which heavily influenced Ibsen’s characterization and themes. As you read, you will fill in the chart 

below.  
  

1. https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gender-roles-in-the-19th-century 
2. http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/p/the-personal-is-political-gender-in-private-and-public-life/ 

3. http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/g/gender-ideology-and-separate-spheres-19th-century/ 
4. https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/trail/victorian_britain/women_home/ideals_womanhood_01.shtml 

(Make sure you navigate through all 9 pages on this site (there's a table of contents toward the left side of the 
page).  

 

On this side, you should copy and paste a relevant 
quote from the articles. (Again, you should have at 

Then, on this side, explain thoughtfully how you see 
this idea reflected in the play, making a specific 

https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/gender-roles-in-the-19th-century
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/p/the-personal-is-political-gender-in-private-and-public-life/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/g/gender-ideology-and-separate-spheres-19th-century/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/trail/victorian_britain/women_home/ideals_womanhood_01.shtml


least 7, though you can add more rows.)  reference to a particular character’s actions or 
dialogue.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Big Ideas 
Below are three actual prompts from past AP Lit tests. These are from Question 3, the “Open Question,” 

which gives you a very broad question which you must answer based on a work you have read. These three 
prompts apply nicely to Hedda Gabler. For each one, read the prompt very closely and make sure you know 

what exactly you are being asked to write about. 
 

Then, set a timer for 15 minutes (for EACH prompt) and write your ideas on the right side. They do not need 
to take essay form - this essay is a special animal which I will joyfully train you to write. What I want you to 
do first is think on paper and show me how you are connecting the prompt to the work and what insights you 
can come up with. Eventually I’d like you to construct at least one meaningful paragraph with a clear claim 
about the work, then support it with some specific events. For each one, you should shoot for a minimum of 

about 250 words, which can include your early planning/thoughts.  
 

I have also included a link to the highest-scoring student sample for each prompt, so you can read it and get 
an idea of what very good essays look like. These are about different works - not Hedda Gabler - but they 

will give you an idea of what we’re working towards. 

Morally ambiguous characters -- characters whose behavior 
discourages readers from identifying them as purely evil or purely good 
-- are at the heart of many works of literature. Choose a novel or play in 
which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal role. Then write 

an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as 
morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to 

the work as a whole. 
Sample 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Word Count: ___) 

“And, after all, our surroundings influence our lives and characters as 
much as fate, destiny or any supernatural agency.” Pauline Hopkins, 

Contending Forces 
Choose a novel or play in which cultural, physical, or geographical 

surroundings shape psychological or moral traits in a character. Then 
write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how surroundings 

affect this character and illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. 
Sample 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Word Count: ___) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18zGQAGTt2Cts9NgjDlASC_vxnMQA9WY-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WWNGHoR5LbWF6CeJ0LAHA86kY-iqyEKb


In The Writing of Fiction (1925), novelist Edith Wharton states the 
following:At every stage in the progress of his tale the novelist must 

rely on what may be called the illuminating incident to reveal and 
emphasize the inner meaning of each situation. Illuminating incidents 

are the magic casements of fiction, its vistas on infinity. 
Choose a novel or play that you have studied and write a 

well-organized essay in which you describe an “illuminating” episode 
or moment and explain how it functions as a “casement,” a window that 

opens onto the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot 
summary. 
Sample 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Word Count: ___) 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1lxhxG6Dj570UfgGVkWDlzf1z1G0EU1nz

